
THE NAPOLEONIC WARS 


Loftie's British Officers' Uniforms 1795-1814 

TH E DRESS OF British officers 
during the Napoleonic wars is 
will known. They wore bicorns 
and had long tailed coats up to 
1812. Almost invariably, the 
coat had the collar,cuffs and 
lapels of the facing colour, the 

6th Regiment of Dragoon 
Guards, officer, 7807. 
Watercolour by c.c.P. Lawson 
after William Loftie. (Anne 
S.K.Brown Military Collection, 
Brown University.) 
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RENE CHARTRAND 


WHILE BRITISH MILITARY dress of the Napoleonic 
period is generally regarded as well-documented, the 
sketches and watercolours of Major William Loftie 
illustrate some interesting discrepancies between 
what should have been worn and what was actually 
worn. 

buttonholes were decorated plain buttonholes. Breeches 
with gold or silver lace, except were white. Flank companies 
in a few regiments which had were allowed caps, of bearskin 
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for grenadiers and a shako for 
the light company, whose offi­
cers were also allowed short­
tailed coatees. 

While this was certainly the 
'rule', some variations are 
known. For instance, Captain 

9th Light Dragoons, officer, 
7802. Watercolour by c.c.P. 
Lawson after William Loftie. 
(Anne S.K.Brown Military 
Collection, Brown University.) 




