
'The heroic defence of Hou­
gOllmolll by the Light Compa­
nies of Wellington's army on 
June Hlth 1815' by Richard Ca­
ton Woodville. The mel1 mell­
tiolled ill the Biddle papers lIIere 
presenl al Ihis actioll. The Roll 
Call: Biographical Notes and 
Ancedotcs by Charles Oallo/"l 
mel1liol/5 thaI 'Sergl.johll Gra­
ham, Lighl Compally, 2/"1d Ball. 
Cold.,tream Gllards' was /loled for 
his bravery il1 assi;'lillg Lt.Col. 
Macdallell (delached from Ihe 1st 
CompallY as AIl;"X lsI Major) 
al1d S,~t.Maj.Ralph Fraser of Ihe 
3rd Foot Gllards 10 close the (Ourl­
yard gale ill the face of a st~ollg 

Frfl/ch allack. He 11150 resclled his 
brolher from a bllmillg bllilding 
duril1,!? the .fiRIII. I" AIIX"sl 1815 
Sgt. Graham was selected (Iogether 
with Lt. CoUlIlacdol1ell) by Well­
il1gtoll for the p<'l"l.<io" grall/ed by 
Ihe Rell.Norcross, Rector of 
FYamlill,~halll, to be givel1 10 'the 
mosl deserllillg soldier al Waterloo '. 

OallOlI made a clerical error, as 
Ihe bra Ill' .<oldier was Corporal 
James Graham. The roll .'eems 10 

i"dicale Ihat James Graham was 
promoted to se'rgealll before the pel1­
sioll Ivas ,RYaIl/ed; alld PhilIp 
Haylhomthwaile has col~firmed via 
the Waterloo roll for 2/211d Fool 
Guards (WO 100/14) that his 
Christiall 1Ia1l1e was James. The 
Biddle Iisl 1I0teS Ihal aJoseph Cra­
ham was 'woullded - Oed', Ihis 
lI/11st halle bef/l james's brother. 
(Wallis & Wallis) 

records the names of between 
seven and 11 individuals. The 
details ha ve been entered on a 
five-column grid orientated 

Table A 

Names Firelocks Bayonets Great 
coats 

Remarks 

Tarling Thos. 1013 1013 107 Wounded 

Taylor Jno. 77 77 520 

Talferey Benjn. 55 55 1717 Wounded 

Thomas Corns. 39 39 1819 Killd. 

TarrantJno. 8 706 1429 Wounded 

Thompson James 85 85 1365 Wounded 

TysonJosh. 1210 1279 1212 Wounded 

Valentine J no. 43 43 1041 

so that the central fold of the 
notebook has to be rotated 
into the horizontal plane for 
reading purposes. A typical 
page is reproduced as Table 
A. 

Sergeant Biddle has kept 
details of each man's rank, 
surname, forename, firelock, 
bayonet and greatcoat 
number, with additional 
'Remarks' concerning injur­
ies received during the battle 
of Waterloo, date of promo­
tion to sergeant or corporal, 
or other service information. 

For the first time it is there­
fore possible to say that a 
named individual was issued 
with a particular numbered 
musket, bayonet (and great­

coat) on 18 June 1815. It is 
also possible to com pare the 
numbers of the weapons and 
equipment throughout the 
entire company. At first sight 
Biddle's list, arranged by 
rank and then alphabetically, 
provides a totally confusing 
picture of issue numbers. 
Figures ranging from 1 to 
1740 occur in the musket and 
bayonet lists, and from 13 to 
9214 in the greatcoat record. 
Only one individual, William 
Cooper (who died of 
wounds), had a uniform set 
of serial numbers - 54 ­
placed on musket, bayonet 
and greatcoat. 

Closer examination shows 
that although all individuals 

(except John Moore) had a 
greatcoat, nine men were not 
issued with a numbered mus­
ket and bayonet; Sgt. Biddle 
had a musket but no num­
bered bayonet; and Francis 
Freeman had a bayonet, but 
lacked a numbered flrelock. 

Of the 115 fully armed sol­
diers, 94 had a flrelock and a 
bayonet with paired 
numbers; 88 of these fell 
within the number range 1 to 
121, and six between 1013 
and 1740. A further 21 indivi­
duals had muskets and bayo­
nets with mismatched 
numbers ranging from 1 to 

1740. More curious was the 
fact that 11 pairs of soldiers 
had weapons marked with 
identical matched serial 
numbers; and that one pair 
had identical mismatched 
muskets and bayonets. 

To interpret the roll more 
easily I have re-arranged Sgt. 
Biddle's list into an ordinal 
sequence commencing with 
flrelock and bayonet No.1 
(see Table B). 'Greatcoats' 
and 'Remarks' columns have 
been omitted, as they are not 
pertinent to our subject. 

The re-arranged list sug­
gests that originally Sgt. Bid­
die's company was issued 
with flrelocks and bayonets in 

34
 


