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Perhaps the most distinctive feature of the British 
infantryman's coat was its regimental lace, or 

'looping'. Such 'looping' had first appeared in the 
British service in the late 17th century as a distinc­
tion on Grenadier dress, and was to disappear from 
general use onl y in the mid-19th century. Its last 
vestiges are still to be seen today on the uniforms of 
the Brigade ofGuards, on tunic skirts and cuffflaps. 

In the early 19th century the the hip buttons. Regiments 
lace was woven with var­ were distinguished not only 

ious coloured stripes and by the pattern of their lace, 
'worms' of regimental pat­ but also by the shape into 
tern, and was used not only as which the 'loops' were 
all edging to the collar, 
shoulder straps, wings and 
turnbacks, but also as 'loops' 
formed as an ornament at 
buttons and buttonholes. It 
was used further to decorate 
the rear of the coat, between 

formed; and by whether the 
loops and buttons were set on 
'regular' (i.e. single or evenly 
spaced), or in pairs, or in 
threes (as were those of the 
3rd Regiment of Foot 
Guards). 

LOOP SHAPES AND
 
PLACING
 

Modern convention has 
assigned only three shapes 
into which the 'loops' were 
formed: square-ended, 
pointed and bastion. In fact, 
however, early 19th century 
practice recognised at least 
five shapes, and it is possible 
that there were even more. 
The 'bastion' loops were of 
two sorts: 'Flowerpot' and 
'Jew's Harp'. The pointed 
loops included a common 
'straight point' and a rarer 

'Coldstream' loop. There 
may also have been another 
variation to the pointed, loop, 
folded in a manner ascribed 
later in the 19th century to the 
93rd Regiment of Foot (1). 

The square-ended loops were 
also referred to as 'double­
headed'loops. 

When the existing clothing 
regulations were reviewed in 
1802 it was noted that the 
infantry were to use ten loops 
on each side of the front of the 

Lighl Compally, ullidentified regi­
mell/; coat (3); Musee Royal de 
l'Annee, Bruxelles. TI,e lIille 
:fiowerpol' loops dowlI each side of 
the chest well illustrate the problem 
of fi((illg baslioll-slyle loops 011to 
regimental coats. The reglliatioll 
tCII, described ill 1802, was simply 
too mallY, especially for the shorter 
coat of later years, al1d the 110tes of 
the Pearse fin" make co//sistwt ref 
erellce to o,dy lIine. Where bastiOIl­
style loops were to be set 011 ill pairs 
Ihe Clolhil1g Board allowed eighl, 
which l1umber was also samtioned 
i" 1802for the 'jackets' of High­
land regimel/ls. 

The coat has yellowfaCings, and 
irs lace is described as havitlg a blue 
or black stripe. The willgs are de­
corated with Ihick green tufting. II 
I,as not yet been possible 10 idel1lify 
the bU((OIIS, though they are all 
'sma/l', as is correa for Light In­
fantry clothing. Possibly il is an 
Irish Militia coat. 

Inlriguillgly, the National 
Army MusCli/ll has a photo of this 
coat which identifies it as beil1g 
from the Colds/ream Guards. Call 
there ill faa be allY possible associa­
tion? The provel1ance of the coat is 
IWI clear, bUI il is said 10 have once 
beell ill the /IIuseum which Cotlon 
sel up at Waterloo. In the laller 
years of Ihe NapoleOl/ic wars many 
regular regimellts received /IIi/itia­
men as drafls, lakillg them directly 
illto their ranks still wearillg cloth­
ing provided by their original reg i­
,nel1ts. Such. clothing was WOYII UII­
til replaced ill the lIext OIlI1ual 
clothing of their new regimC/1t. 
Mell who had beell clothed by the 
Mililia were illdeed serving ill the 
Coldstream in Flanders in early 
1815. All of Ihe Coldstream were 
repo/ted 10 have Iheir coats in a 
very poor stale alld mOllY mell had 
their coats patehed, 'particularly 
those who were lasr clorhed by the 
Militia'. The Coldstream did nOI 
recei,'e their lIew clotllingfor 1815 
ulllil after Waterloo. Is Ihere a 
possibility Ihat this coat was ac­
tually 'VOYII by a militiaman serv­
illg ill ti,e Coldstream ill 1814/15­
perhaps evell 01 Waterloo? U'ifor­
tunately it has not been possible to 
examille the coatfor other clues. 

39
 


